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When / Where:

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2025
(Socializing Starts at 1:00 PM , Business meeting  Starts at 2:00 PM)

Livonia Senior Center, Livonia, MI

In-Person Meeting:

Jigs and Fixtures

Meeting Coordinated by: Jerry Romito

by various MWG members

IN-PERSON MEETING AT:

Livonia Senior Center

November:
Our 2:00 PM November 9th 2025 In-Person 

meeting will feature various Jigs & Fixtures 

developed by many MWG members.  Please 

contact Jerry Romito to showcase your spe-

cial Jig or Fixture.  Remember that November 

is toy day and also the election of ofÏcers.

LIVONIA SENIOR CENTER     
  15218 Farmington Rd. 

Livonia, Mi. 48154
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DECEMBER:

Enjoy the Christmas season making extra saw-

dust for there is no meeting scheduled for De-

cember and no MWG luncheon scheduled for 

December

Jigs and Fixtures

 November 9th

 
This is our popular Jigs and Fixtures meet-

ing coordinated by Jerry Romito.  These 

¿xtures are either purchased or shop made 
where the pros and cons of each are dis-

cussed by each demonstrator.  There  is 

always a good variety of jigs and ¿xtures 
which will inspire us to develop our own.

JANUARY:
Exceptional Epoxy uses and techniques will be 

demonstrated by renowned MWG members,  

Steve Stram, Ragnar Bergethon, and  Bob 

Rawling  at our 2026 inaugural January 11th meet-

ing.  Coordinated by Ragnar Bergethon, join 

us to become enlightened with all things Epoxy.   
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IN MEMORIUM 

Editor’s Note:

Fellow MWG members, it is with deepest regret that 

I must pass along the passing of longtime, extreme-

ly active Michigan Woodworkers’ Guild Member and 

OfÏcer at Large, Ken Wolf.  

Ken joined the guild in 1997 and was present at 

virtually every event since.  Ken used his Mechani-

cal engineering skills, born on a Midwest farm, then 

honed at Ford Motor Company, to generate elabo-

rately functional jigs and ¿xtures.  Ken could always 
be counted on to describe his latest design at the 

guild’s annual Jigs and Fixtures meeting.  He and 

his wife Connie always showed up early to the 

guild’s summer picnic and monthly member meet-

ings to help with set-up.  Our monthly luncheons will 

never be the same without Ken who would discuss 

common sense solutions to our most complicated 

woodworking challenges.  

From the Editor

MWG 
DESIGN 
CENTER

Ken Wolf was proli¿c with his jig and ¿xture designs.

You will ¿nd some of them captured on the MWG 
website under the Program/Resource tab, then 

curser select Design/Project Center.

Below is one of Ken’s ¿xtures to cut thin strips.  You 
can ¿nd plans for this jig at the link shown at the bot-
tom of this page. 

Ken Wolf Thin Strip Sled 5-12-23

Link To Ken’s Thin Strip Sled:

https://michiganwoodworkersguild.com/wp-content/uploads/designs/Ken_Wolf_Thin_Strip_Sled_7-9-23.pdf

Please keep Connie in your thoughts and prayers 

as she goes through this terrible time.  
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By Jerry Romito

President’s 

Corner

November 2025

The Great Lakes Chapter of the SAPFM held its 

“Working Wood in the 18th Century” exhibition in the 

Great Hall of the Detroit Institute of Art on October 25 

and 26, and based on my visit there I would say that it 

was a tremendous success. I spent two hours there, 

and am sure that I saw hundreds of people walking 

through and engaging with the beautiful displays 

and hand tool demonstrations. There were 12 SAP-

FM presenters, 6 of whom are also members of our 

MWG. The stunning furniture pieces displayed were 

inspired by original period pieces, and featured intri-

cate, highly polished veneer and inlay work. Member 

Dennis Heyza coordinated this year’s exhibition. The 

MWG members and their displays/demonstrations 

were:

1.	 Bob Compton – Child’s Windsor chair, and a 

joinery demonstration with hand tools.

Bob Compton

2.	 Tom Duke – Sea chest and strong box made with 

hand tools, featuring custom designed hardware.

3.	 Dennis Heyza – Shaker oval box collection, 

shaker sewing stand, looking glass, and a memo-

rial chest, all made with hand tools. He also dem-

onstrated manual scroll sawing for marquetry.

4.	 Steve Lash - Hill House chair, cellarette, and a 

Bouillotte table.

Tom Duke

Dennis Heyza

Steve Lash
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5.	 Phil Mueller – Demilune table. He also demon-

strated making medallions with sand shaded ve-

neers.

6.	 Ed Stuckey - Federal card table and Seymour 

lady’s worktable.

Phil Mueller

Ed Stuckey

The other SAPFM members and their displays/dem-

onstrations were:

1.	 Ralph Babcock – Blanket chest, small table, ex-

amples of woodworking joints, and a display of 

traditional cut nails.

2.	 Brian Bird – Demonstration of manual mortise 

and tenon joinery.

3.	 Jim Crammond – Two Windsor chairs, and a 

turning demonstration with a foot operated pole 

lathe.

4.	 Sean Looman – Carved picture frame, and dem-

onstration of carving a cabriole leg.

5.	 Andrew Messimer – Two Windsor chairs, and a 

shave horse demonstration.

6.	 Marco Terenzi – Collection of hand-made minia-

ture woodworking tools.

Jerry Romito
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Review of Tim Puro Seminar

Furniture Refurbishing & Repair

Livonia MI, 11October 2025

Since our regular reviewer, Dale Ausherman, was 

out of town and could not be at the October 11 semi-

nar, I will give you some very brief snapshots of Tim 

Puro’s presentation on “Furniture Refurbishing and 

Fixing Woodworking Mistakes”, with accompanying 

photos by Dan Holowicki. The audience of 44, which 

included ¿ve new MWG members, witnessed some 
remarkable ¿nish transformations right before our 
eyes. With his ample stock of supplies he worked on 

samples that he brought and pieces that attendees 

had been invited to bring.

Tim started with some fortune cookie words of wis-

dom for those of us who might be hesitant to try re-

Tim Puro

By Jerry Romito

MEETING 
REVIEW
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furbishing and ¿xing - “I am always doing that which 
I cannot do in order that I may learn how to do it.” He 

pointed out to the perfectionist types that there are no 

invisible repairs, just unnoticeable repairs, and that 

we need to know when to stop!

An initial process is to simply clean a piece with a 

combination of Purple Power Hand Cleaner, 0000 

steel wool, water spray, and white rags in a box. He 

cleaned a drawer front from an old small cabinet 

brought in by new member Holly McManamon, with 

results that drew gasps from the audience. Further 

cleaning can be done wiping with a 60:1 ratio of water 

to Dawn Dishwashing Liquid, followed even further 

by a naphtha or mineral spirits wipe down. Since all 

of this leaves a dull hand-rubbed ¿nish, you can then 
revive the surface by rubbing 0000 steel wool with a 

20% water solution of Mohawk’s Wool Lube M720-

1365. Another example was reviving a distressed 

small section of a piano by wiping it with shoe polish 

and 0000 steel wool, and bufÏng it to a sheen ¿nish. 
He also did a lot with spray can aerosol lacquers.

Then he demonstrated four types of materials for re-

storing large patches and ¿lling gouges and holes in 
wood. These were wax and putty ¿ll sticks; various 
burn-in ¿lls; two-part epoxy putty such as JB Weld, 
Kwik Wood, and Mohawk Epoxy Putty Sticks; and 
polyester ¿ll such as Bondo. Among his many exam-

ples was the epoxy  repair of a chair foot which had 

been totally chewed oႇ by a dog.

Supplies
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Sometimes the best ¿x is coloring the repair instead 
of re¿nishing the entire piece, and he demonstrated 
four types of materials for adding color. These were 

dye and paint broad-tip markers and brush-tip mark-

ers; mixtures of Transtint dye in alcohol; dry artist’s 
pigment such as Blendal or Match-O-Blend with a 

graining medium; and Mohawk’s Blendal color sticks. 
With all of these you ¿rst seal the wood with aerosol 
lacquer or shellac, and then spray after the color to 

lock it in. He also rubbed out white marks with sol-

vent, and painted out and faux ¿nished black marks. 
A dramatic color demonstration was how he colored a 

sapwood streak in a sample cherry board. He sealed 

the wood with a coat of aerosol lacquer, used a series 

of selected Blendal sticks to color in the original sap 

stain to match to match the background color, and 

sealed the Blendal color with aerosol lacquer. The 

sap wood color was imperceptible.

Drawer Before Cleaning

Drawer After Cleaning
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The key to proper color matching is to understand the 

color wheel. Combining pairs of the red, yellow, and 

blue primary colors creates the secondary colors of 

orange, green, and purple between them. Combining 

Chair Foot Repair

Sapwood Before

Sapwood After
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a primary color with the secondary color across the 

wheel from it gives brown in all three cases. Most of 

the touch up color work you will do is in the red/green 

brown color range. That is, you are looking for either 

reddish browns or greenish browns. Tim presented 

seven color rules for blending colors, emphasizing 

always go from light to dark. He showed examples 

of blending colors using the Blendal Sticks. He also 

showed examples using Deco Art Americana Acrylic 

Paint from Michaels, and gave rules for doing this. Af-

ter the repair use Deco Art Dura Clear Gloss Varnish 

to seal the wood and topcoat the color.

Of course we all wonder about the correct glue. Tim 

reviewed the correct applications for hide glue (hot 

and cold set), white and yellow glue, hot melt/EVA 

glue, and epoxy. He cautioned to never use polyure-

thane glues in the repair shop!

His ¿nal segment was a sales pitch for Mohawks Fin-

ish-Up, a water-based wipe-on polyurethane ¿nish. 
An internet search showed that Minwax also sells a 

similar product. Both of these oႇer the advantages 
of easy application, fast drying, low odor, and water 

clean up.

These snapshots are just the tip of the iceberg. You 

had to be there to see the huge varieties of ¿xes and 
to witness some amazing transformations.

Jerry Romito

Color Wheel

DUSTY
 

HUMOR

•	 If at first you don’t succeed, 
      Then don’t try Skydiving. 

•	 The most productive shops I’ve seen are usu-

ally messy.

•	 Well you can get it done right-a-way or you 

can get it done right, your choice.

These phrases are provided purely for your humorous enjoy-

ment.  Feel free to send your favorite woodworking pun to the 

MWG Newsletter Editor for possible future publication. 
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CHILDREN’S 

HOSPITAL 

MWG PROGRAM 

UPDATE

From Ron and Dan

News from the Toy and Box Committee

It’s Pickup Time

As we have done in the past, at our upcoming No-

vember membership meeting (Nov. 9th this year) we 

will be collecting toys and boxes.  In early December, 

we will be delivering all the items to Children’s Hos-

pital.  When dropping oႇ toys and boxes, it is best 
to have them secured in cardboard boxes, with a la-

bel attached to the box indicating what type and how 

many toys/boxes in each. The labels can be down-

loaded from our website and printed oႇ as needed.  
Proper packaging and labeling makes them easier to 

transport and saves Ron and Dan considerable work. 

 

If you do not have your items ¿nished by the Novem-

ber meeting, all is not lost.   Feel free to call or e-mail 

either one of us to make arrangements for individual 

drop-oႇ.  Our contact information:

Ron -734- 812-5531-rross1508@gmail.com (in 

Plymouth)

Dan - 313-702-5836 -  dan56laura@att.net (in 

Southgate)

Remember, the Guild provides standard and treaded 

wheels in 1”, 1 ¼” or 1 ½” diameters, ½” OD nylon 

washers and ¼” diameter wheel pegs free of charge 

to any member who wishes to make toys for this 

program.  The Guild still has an inventory of non-

standard wheels and other toy parts that have been 

recently categorized.  While there has been a good 

response to these non-standard items remember that 

once they are gone, they will not be replaced.   We 

try to bring a few of these non standard items to our 

regular meetings.  You can always contact Ron and 

Dan for additional information on these non standard 

parts.

 

 Also at the November meeting, standard wheels, ax-

les and washers will be available for those of you who 

may still be working on items.

Guidelines for building and ¿nishing of toys and box-

es are readily available on our website.  Please do 

your best to follow these guidelines.  We need to be 

compliant with the hospital’s rules and to some ex-

tent, government regulations.

 

As always, your support for this program, no matter 

how big or small, is greatly appreciated.

Ken Wolf Natural Finish Toys

MWG Cars Trucks Planes Bulldozer
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For  membership  informat ion contact 

Dave McCagg at: d2mccagg@provide.net 

For name tags, sign up with Ed Stuckey at a 

regular meeting.
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MAP TO GEORGE SENATE RESTAURANT 
HAGGERTY BETWEEN 5 & 6 MILE

George’s Senate Coney 

Island Restaurant

39450 Dun Rovin Dr. 

Northville, Mi. 48168
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Donate “Any Tool, Any Condition”

Next MWG Luncheon: (Coordinated by TBD)
Thursday, 20 NOVEMBER 2025 at 10:16 AM

(Advanced by a week due to Thanksgiving)

Executive Board Members / Committee Chairs

Jerry Romito..... President...........   248-475-5976

Frank Kalinsky.. Vice President....   734-516-3405  

Dan Holowicki... Secretary.............  734-283-9898    

Ed Stuckey.......... Treasurer................  313-345-3671

Dan Holowicki...... O໥cer at Large......  734-283-9898
Tony Gigliotti ...... O໥cer at Large .....  248-853-8349
Bill Gayde .......... O໥cer at Large ..... 248-859-3949
Ron Ross............. O໥cer at Large....... 734-812-5531
Rich Herbert........ O໥cer at Large......  248-628-0644
Ragnar Bergethon... O໥cer at Large...........  248-608-8436
Open .............. Officer at Large......................

Dave McCagg........O໥cer at Large...... 734-482-6764
Ragnar Bergethon.. Website ...............  248-608-8436

Dave McCagg.......... Newsletter Editor.......... 734-482-6764

Dave McCagg......... Membership............... 734-482-6764

Larry Last..Programs/Website Calendar.....248-207-9386

Bob Mills.............. Mentoring................. 248-535-6718

Kevin Goulet ....... Camera Chair ........ 248-672-5341

Fred Ball....Web Site Calendar (Backup)........ 248-681-3108

Ron Ross.................Toy Program................ 734-812-5531

Kevin Goulet...........O໥cer at Large......... 248-672-5341
Ron Ross.............Food Coordinator......... 734-812-5531


